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A  TIDAL  WAVE  that  started 
6,800  miles  away  on  the 
coast  of  Chile  plunged  the 
city  of  Hilo  into  darkness 
at  1:05  a.m.  May  23.  The 
city  floundered  until  6  a.m. 
when  generators  outside  the 
wave  area  were  able  to  sup¬ 
ply  9,000  kw.  The  power 
situation  was  somewhat  al¬ 
leviated  as  the  result  of 
serious  damage  to  large 
industrial  users,  which 
reduced  the  demand  from  a 
normal  35,000-  to  20,000-kw 
level . 

Neighboring  utilities, 
the  Navy  and  power-generat¬ 
ing  industrials  cooperated 
in  an  effort  to  restore 
power.  Several  days  after 
the  wave,  the  Navy  oiler 
Millicoma  arrived  at  Hilo 
and  made  available  an  addi¬ 
tional  5,000  kw — connected 
to  the  system  with  10,000 
ft  of  cable  flown  from 
Hawaiian  Electric  Co.  in 
Honolulu.  The  first  two  Navy  ships  assigned  to  help  were  of 
little  value  since  both  had  only  d-c  current.  The  Hawaiian 
Agricultural  Co.’s  sugar  mill  diesel  generators  picked  up  some 
load  in  the  rural  areas  served  by  Hilo  Electric. 

Hilo  Electric  crews  went  to  work  cleaning  up  to  six  feet 
of  silt  out  of  the  main  power  plant — disassembling  and  drying 
out  electrical  equipment. 

Additional  crews  went  to  work  replacing  poles  and  distribu¬ 
tion  lines. 

Original  estimates  of  the  damage  to  the  power  facilities 
ran  as  high  as  |5  million,  but  after  10  days  work  the  company 
officials  revised  the  estimate  to  below  ^1. million.  The 
power  company  rescinded  a  proposed  45^  a  share  dividend  de¬ 
clared  for  June  and  announced  that  regular  dividend  payments 
would  be  suspended  indefinitely.  The  Hawaiian  PUC  began  a 
study  of  the  financial  position  of  the  company.  General 
practice  is  not  to  allow  rate  increases  for  capital  improve- 
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Appliance  Committee 
Recommends  Management  Training 
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The  A|)|)liaiui*  (loniniit- 
Ice  selected  for  study, 
tlie  subject:  “Retail  Ap¬ 
pliance  Dealer  Maiiaj^e- 
nieiit  Train in}»  —  the 
Diff’ereiiee  Retween  I'i- 
naneial  Sneeess  and 
I'ailnre”. 

Many  industry,  utility 
and  distributor  j)ro- 
j^ranis  have  been  de¬ 
voted  to  sales  traininjf 
and  product  training', 
but  very  few  have  directed  any 
attention  to  the  l)asie  issue  of  actual 
inanaj^einent  of  a  retail  appliance 
business.  The  Appliance  ('.oiiimittee 
believes  that  this  is  truly  one  of 
the  basic  problems  in  the  appliance 
industry.  The  averaj'e  appliance 
dealer  aelnally  does  not  know  what 
it  takes  to  make  a  profit,  or  if  he  is 
making  a  profit  in  his  business.  This 
has  led  to  a  slarllinj>[  rate  of  busi¬ 
ness  failures  amonj'  retail  appliance 
dealers,  as  well  as  a  deterioration 
of  profits  at  the  letail  level.  We  feel 
that  this  works  a  hardshij)  ni)on  tl.e 
entire  industry  and  that  it  can  be 
changed  only  by  stronj^  ediiealional 
pro^iams  at  the  retail  appliance 
dealer  level. 


Most  appliance  dealers  today  handle 
more  than  one  line  of  merchandise. 
It  is  therefore  extremely  difficult 
for  one  mannfaetnrer  to  assume 
the  burden  of  training  all  appliance 
dealers.  In  addition,  this  is  obviously 
an  eeonomie  impossibility.  The  Ap¬ 
pliance  (lommillee  believes  that  the 
actual  development  of  the  traininj^ 
eonrse  it.self  shonid  be  sponsored 
by  an  industry  orj^anization  sneh 
as  the  Pacific  ('.oast  Hleetrieal 
Association. 

Sneh  a  eonrse  of  instruction  shonid 
include  the  following  essentials  and 
eonid,  of  eonrse,  be  elaborated  upon 
further: 

I.  M.inagiiig  a  i(ii>iiic-ss 

II.  Budgeting  and  Sales  Forecasting 

III.  Advertising  and  Merchandising 

IV.  Frodnet  Service  Technic|iies 

V.  Fersonnel  Managetnent 

We  realize  that  this  is  an  ambitions 
proj^ram;  however,  we  believe  that 
it  is  one  which,  properly  and  en- 
Ihnsiastieally  implemented,  will  do 
a  j^reat  deal  toward  iiji-f^radin^  the 
entire  appliance  business  of  the 
West  ('.oast.  We  believe  that  the 
industry  will  recoj^nize  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  onr  ('.ommitte’s  recom¬ 
mendation  and  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  |)nt  this  proj^ram  into  effect. 


PACIFIC  COAST  ELECTRICAL  ASSOCIATION 

Qtifsiions  mid  Miggrsliotis  on  any  PCEA  activity  are  invited. 
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ments,  but  tidal  wave  insurance  was  not  available,  placing 
the  damage  to  the  utility  company  beyond  the  normal  risk  of 
business, 

William  H.  "Doc"  Hill,  company  president  and  major  stock¬ 
holder,  away  on  the  mainland,  rushed  back  to  offer  assist¬ 
ance.  Quoted  in  a  phone  call  from  the  mainland,  he  said; 

"Keep  a  strong  heart.  We'll  start  anew," 

WASHINTON  WATER  POWER  Co.  has  purchased  the  Valley  View  Hills 
Water  Co.  WWP  has  been  purchasing  smaller  water  systems  in 
the  Spokane  Valley  area  in  an  effort  to  consolidate  them  into 
a  single  operation  as  part  of  a  program  to  attract  new 
industry. 

THE  UTAH  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION  has  approved  the  petition 
of  Utah  Power  &  Light  Co.  to  build  a  138,000-v  transmission 
line  into  the  Uintah  Basin.  The  petition  was  opposed  by  the 
Moon  Lake  Electrical  Assn,,  an  REA,  which  was  battling  the 
utility  for  rights  to  transmit  and  sell  power  from  Flaming 
Gorge  Dam. 

WASHINGTON  PSC  has  denied  Pacific  Power  &  Light  a  rehearing 
on  a  rate  increase  which  the  commission  recently  denied. 

A  SUBSIDIARY  OF  PUGET  SOUND  POWER  &  LIGHT  has  purchased  a 
325-acre  site  of  the  proposed  industrial  park  at  Tukwila, 
south  of  Seattle.  J,  H.  Clawson,  Puget  Power  president, 
stated  that  the  acquisition  was  the  first  phase  of  a  develop¬ 
ment  program  to  attract  new  industry.  Puget  Power  has  a 
franchise  to  serve  Tukwila  but  Seattle  City  Light  has  indi¬ 
cated  it  plans  to  compete  for  the  power  load  in  the  area. 

A  SPECIAL  MASTER  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  has  proposed 
that  Arizona  have  clear  title  to  the  Colorado  River  waters 
she  has  claimed.  If  the  court  approves,  Arizona  would  have 
3.8  million  acre-ft  of  water  annually  when  the  supply  was 
available.  Under  the  proposal  California  would  get  4,4  mil¬ 
lion  acre-ft  and  Nevada  300,000.  If  upheld,  the  decision 
would  be  a  bonanza  for  agricultural  development  in  the  desert 
of  central  Arizona. 

CALIFORNIA  GOV,  PAT  BROWN  promoted  the  proposed  high  capacity 
BPA-Calif ornia  intertie  at  the  Western  Governors  Conference 
in  Seattle.  Subsequently  a  group  of  utility  representatives 
met  under  the  chairmanship  of  Owen  W.  Hurd.  The  group  opposed 
the  BPA-PG  and  E  connection.  It  was  asserted  "technical  ad¬ 
vances  in  power  transmission  in  the  past  few  years  show  that 
transmission  voltages  of  500,000  v  make  it  economically  feasi¬ 
ble  to  transport  power  from  the  Pacific  Northwest  to  the  power 
markets  of  southern  California. " 
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ARIZONA  PUBLIC  SERVICE  President  Walter  T.  Lucking  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  start  of  construction  this  summer  on  a  110,000,- 
kw  steam-electric  generating  plant  between  Joseph  City  and 
Holbrook.  The  plant  will  be  known  as  the  Cholla  power  plant. 
The  plant  will  be  the  first  large-scale  coal-burning  plant 
in  the  state,  requiring  1,200  tons  of  coal  per  day.  The 
Pittsburg  &  Midway  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  dedicated  coal  re¬ 
serves  for  35  years,  the  coal  coming  by  rail  from  mines  west 
of  Gallup,  N.  M. 

Lucking  emphasized  that  the  Cholla  plant  is  not  intended 
as  a  replacement  for  the  proposed  Four  Corners  plant.  "We 
are  continuing  to  negotiate  with  the  Navajo  Tribal  Council 
for  the  location  of  that  plant  on  the  reservation." 

Construction  work  on  the  new  plant  will  begin  within  45 
days  and  is  scheduled  for  completion  in  the  spring  of  1962. 

Construction  of  the  plant  will  bring  the  company's  electric 
resources  to  935,000  kw. 

COPPER  WIRE  PRICES  considered  to  have  the  jitters  and  pub¬ 
lished  prices  mean  very  little  under  such  conditions.  Cus¬ 
tom  smelter  reports  are  of  slow  demand  at  their  33^  a  pound 
price.  The  disasters  in  Chile  and  the  strike  in  Africa  may 
have  some  unpredictable  effect  but  the  biggest  influence 
seems  to  be  cut-throat  competition  and  everyone  blaming  some¬ 
one  else  for  the  results. 

ALL  PHASES  of  apprenticeship  were  aired  at  the  three-day  Cal¬ 
ifornia  Conference  on  Apprenticeship  held  at  the  Jack  Tar 
Hotel  in  San  Francisco  May  18-20.  Like  the  other  crafts,  the 
electricians  had  a  conference  of  joint  apprenticeship  commit¬ 
tees  from  the  state  with  attendance  of  contractors  and  union 
representatives  from  all  areas. 

Webb  Green,  IBEW,  Los  Angeles,  presided  over  the  closing 
session. 

TRY  TO  COORDINATE — Under  Assemblyman  Don  Mulford  of  Berkeley 
a  subcommittee  on  fire  protection  and  residential  safety 
started  meetings  May  9  in  an  attempt  to  get  better  correla¬ 
tion  between  the  various  codes  and  regulations  affecting  res¬ 
idential  building.  Involved  are  the  building,  safety,  hous¬ 
ing,  health  and  fire  codes.  They  have  a  job  on  their  hands. 

BUILDING  COSTS  in  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Rocky  Mountain  areas 
have  gone  up  1%  during  the  past  year,  according  to  estimates 
made  by  the  F.  W.  Dodge  Corp.  for  the  period  between  April 
1959  and  1960.  A  new  wave  of  wage  increases  in  June  and  July 
may  raise  such  costs  even  higher. 

WAGES  in  the  area  of  the  Puget  Sound  Chapter,  NECA,  will  go 
up  12^^  hourly  effective  July  1  under  agreement  reached  with 
Local  191,  lEW.  Vacation  pay  will  be  increased  from  15  to 
16^  an  hour  and  health  and  welfare  payments  from  7^  to  10^ 
an  hour.  A  new  journeyman  scale  will  be  |3.92^. 

IN  LOS  ANGELES  after  long  drawn-out  negotiations,  NECA  Los 
Angeles  Chapter  and  Local  11  have  finalized  a  two-year  agree¬ 
ment  including  an  automatic  25 <2  hourly  wage  boost  effective 
July  1  to  bring  the  scale  up  to  $4.65  an  hour.  Principal 
point  of  issue  since  last  July  involved  a  4%  pay  roll  deduc¬ 
tion  into  a  vacation  plan.  Under  the  agreement  effected  May 
1  the  deductions  go  into  a  savings  plan  instead. 
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INSPECTION  of  state  work  received  an  unexpected  boost  in  Utah 
after  state  officials  requested  that  Salt  Lake  City’s  inspec¬ 
tion  department  not  inspect  the  new  governor's  mansion  re¬ 
cently  built.  There  was  a  fire  call  to  this  mansion  caused 
by  a  disposal  unit  which  set  fire  to  curtains  in  the  kitchen, 
Loran  Christensen  reported  to  the  last  Utah  inspectors' 
meeting. 

SEPARATE  VS  SINGLE  CONTRACTS — At  the  National  Construction 
Specifications  Institute  held  at  Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  early  in 
May  the  hot  issue  of  separate  or  single  contracts  was  han¬ 
dled  with  kid  gloves.  An  AGC  spokesman  advised  the  institute 
to  keep  hands  off  this  and  other  political  subjects  and  stick 
to  technical  specifications.  The  directors  voted  only  to 
study  the  effect  of  a  brochure  recently  published  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Plumbing  Contractors  advocating  sepa¬ 
rate  contracts. 

AIR  CONDITIONING  DIVISION — Even  in  San  Diego's  "perfect  cli¬ 
mate"  air  conditioning  is  growing  as  attested  by  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  new  air  conditioning  division  of  the  Bureau  of  Home 
Appliances  of  San  Diego  County.  Nearly  75  representatives  of 
contractors,  distributors,  manufacturers,  utility  and  others 
met  to  formalize  the  division  May  12.  Dick  Huntington  of 
University  Mechanical  &  Engineering  Contractors  was  named 
chairman  and  Dave  Jackson  of  Jackson  &  Blanc  vice-chairman; 
and  an  executive  committee,  made  up  of  representatives  of 
contractors,  distributors,  manufacturers  and  utility,  was 
created.  Fred  Clarke  was  made  available  by  San  Diego  Gas  & 
Electric  as  secretary  and  coordinator.  .  .  Meanwhile  the  Con¬ 
tractors  Division  elected  Sam  L.  Hall  Jr. ,  Electric  Supplies 
Distributing  Co. ,  new  chairman  of  the  division,  succeeding 
Norman  Ferguson  of  Calewo.  Vice-chairman  is  Verne  Larson, 
Elevator  Electric  Inc.  .  .  Sam  Hall  Sr.  is  planning  the  bu¬ 
reau's  first  social  event  "Tahitian  Holiday"  at  Rowing  Club 
Island  July  30. 

CIR  CASES — The  Council  on  Industrial  Relations  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  contracting  industry  had  a  busy  week  late  in  May 
handling  some  40  cases,  among  which  were  disputes  over  con¬ 
tract  changes  in  Seattle,  Salem,  Phoenix,  Pocatello,  Albu¬ 
querque,  Pueblo,  Boulder  and  Fort  Collins. 

RESOLUTIONS — Passed  at  the  Tri-District  conference  of  NECA  in 
Seattle  were  resolutions  in  support  of  HR-10940  introduced  in 
Congress  by  B.  F.  Sisk  and  known  as  the  "Federal  Construction 
Fair  Practices  Policy  Act,"  setting  forth  a  federal  policy 
against  bid  peddling  and  bid  shopping;  another  to  the  inter¬ 
national  office  of  IBEW  that  when  it  negotiates  a  labor 
agreement  over  the  top  of  a  local  unit  the  same  terms  and 
conditions  be  applicable  immediately  to  the  local  unit  agree¬ 
ment;  another  in  support  of  the  Mountain  Sheep  development  by 
Pacific  Northwest  Power  Co. ;  and  one  asking  NECA  to  appoint  a 
man  qualified  to  contact  governmental  agencies  in  regard  to 
subletting  of  governmental  contracts. 

Another  resolution  passed  by  the  Tri-District  Conference 
was  in  support  of  a  bill  before  both  houses  of  Congress  that 
would  permit  further  leeway  in  associations  in  support  of 
opposition  of  legislation. 
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From  the  Desk  of  Robert  T,  Person,  President 
Rocky  Mountain  Electrical  League 

Since  the  last  time  you  heard  from  us  we  have  been  very, 
very  busy. 

The  Electric  Meter  Institute  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Arlie 
Paige,  University  of  Denver,  was  held  during  the  week  of 
March  21-24.  We  had  about  80  registrations  in  all  the  three 
classes,  including  one  from  as  far  away  as  Las  Vegas. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  year  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  league  was  held  just  prior  to  the  Spring  Conference  on 
April  24  at  the  Harvest  House,  Boulder,  Colo.  Routine  busi¬ 
ness  was  handled,  including  a  sales  promotion  report  and  re¬ 
ports  by  various  committees, 

A  very  successful  Spring  Conference  was  held  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  April  24-27  at  the  Harvest  House  in  Boulder,  with  297 
men  and  107  ladies  registered.  The  hospitality  and  the 
friendliness  of  the  Harvest  House  were  enjoyed  by  all,  and 
the  committee  under  the  direction  of  George  Hall,  General 
Electric  Co.,  presented  an  outstanding  program. 

Our  annual  Laundry  Promotion  campaign  ran  from  Feb.  15 
through  March  31,  Approximately  5,000  washers  and  dryers 
were  sold,  with  dealers  throughout  the  entire  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  area  participating  in  the  campaign.  Ten  lucky  sales¬ 
men  and  their  wives  were  given  free  trips — expenses  paid — 
to  Phoenix  over  a  week-end  period.  Our  dishwasher  campaign 
theme  was  "600  Extra  Hours  in  '60"  and  ran  during  the  period 
of  April  18  through  May  27.  At  this  time,  complete  returns 
have  not  been  compiled. 

Plans  for  our  annual  Ross  Adams  Golf  Tournament  have  been 
completed  and  the  date  of  June  27  set  at  the  Lakewood  Country 
Club.  We  are  anticipating  a  turnout  in  excess  of  125,  with 
relaxation  on  the  19th  hole  and  dinner  that  evening. 

Our  effort  to  obtain  new  members  has  been  exceedingly  grati¬ 
fying.  We  are  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  new  members: 

Manufacturers*  Division:  Babcock  &  Wilcox  Co,,  R.  L. 
Swinney,  district  manager,  Denver;  Reynolds  Metals  Co.,  V.  L, 
Phillips,  cable  specialist,  Denver;  J.  H.  Weiler  Inspection 
Service  Inc.,  J.  H,  Weiler,  president,  Denver. 

Distributors'  Division:  Kelvinator  Division  of  American 
Motors  Corp. ,  George  T,  Harrison,  Denver;  Poindexter  Electric 
Co,,  C.  J.  Richard,  president,  Denver;  Western  Appliance 
Corp. ,  Keith  Carpenter,  Denver. 

Contractors'  Division:  Amco  Electric  Co.,  Don  Lunnon, 
president,  Denver;  Belmont  Electric  Co.,  E.  C.  Graham,  pres¬ 
ident,  Denver;  Holmes  Electric  Co.,  Robert  D.  Holmes,  presi¬ 
dent,  Denver;  Home  Electric  Co.,  Bob  Lunnon,  president,  Den¬ 
ver;  Sun  Rize  Electrical  Co.,  Ray  Jean,  president,  Littleton; 
Thorne  Electric  Co.,  William  0,  Thorne,  Denver;  Van  Electric 
Co.,  Leonard  Van  Wagenen  and  William  B.  Kinney,  partners, 
Westminster;  Wadsworth  Electrical  Contractors  Inc.,  George 
Dean,  president,  Arvada;  Wasinger  Bros.,  Roy  F.  and  F.  J. 
Wasinger,  Denver;  R.  R.  Wolney  &  Co.,  R.  R.  Wolney,  presi¬ 
dent,  Denver. 
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BALANCED  COMPOUNDING.<»sBALANCED  RESISTANCE 


. . .  to  all  of  the  factors  that  attack  portable  cables  and  cords 

It  is  not  enough  that  portable  cables  or  cords  have  the  ability  to 
resist  attacks  by  water  or  oil,  or  any  other  single  factor.  To  provide 
truly  dependable  service  over  long  periods  of  time,  jwrtable  cables 
must  have  balanced  resistance  to  al/  deteriorating  factors. 

Since  there  is  no  one  ingredient  that  has  inherent  resistance  to 
all  of  these  factors,  the  irusulation  or  jacket  of  the  ixirtable  cable 
or  cord  must  Im?  a  combination  of  ingredients. 

Balanced  Compounding  refers  to  the  .scientific  selection  of  these 
ingredients  and  the  projwrtions  in  which  they  are  mixed.  Where  the 
balance  is  u|)set  by  loading  the  com|Kiund  with  any  one  ingredient, 
resistance  to  one  factor  may  increase,  but  resistance  to  other  factors 
will  be  lessened. 

Proof  of  the  worth  of  Simplex  Balanced  Comjxjunding  can  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  Tirex  ix)rtable  cables  have  been  succe.ssfully 
performing  under  the  most  rugged  operating  conditions  for  jieriods 
ranging  ui)  to  twenty  years. 


This  is  the  constant  aim  of  progressive  Utah  Power  and  Light  Company 
in  keeping  ahead  of  the  power  needs  in  its  rapidly  growing  service  area. 
To  help  accomplish  this  UP&L  depends  heavily  on  equipment  that  can  be 
quickly  and  easily  installed  and  then  relied  upon  to  perform  efficiently 
with  little  or  no  maintenance. 

An  example  of  this  dependable  equipment  is  Anderson's  AHLS  aluminum 
hot  line  stirrup  clamp,  shown  above  being  installed.  The  AHLS  is  espe¬ 


A 

ANDERSON  ELECTRIC 


cially  designed  for  tapping  energized  conductors  without  arcing  damage. 
Hinged  body  assures  fast  installation,  is  easily  tightened  with  hot  line 
tools.  Large  contact  area  provides  trouble-free  service  on  recommended 
ACSR  or  aluminum  conductors.  Tin  plated  copper  stirrup  is  compression 
bonded  into  the  clamp  —  won’t  work  loose.  Available  with  eyestem  or  hex 
head  bolts. 

As  our  mad  scientist  Andy  says,  “No  wonder  linemen  prefer  Anderson 
stirrup  clamps!”  You  will,  too.  See  your  Anderson  representative  soon 
for  details. 
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